Radiotherapy in malignant teratomas.
Twenty-seven patients with malignant teratoma, 19 of which received radiation, are presented and the radiation response analyzed. Radiotherapy seems most effective in the palliation of undifferentiated (embryonal) teratoma of the gonads and sacrococcygeal region in early childhood. It is less effective, yet useful, in undifferentiated gonadal and sacrococcygeal teratomas of older children and adults, but seems of little value in carcinomatous ovarian dermoids and in malignant mediastinal teratomas.